REMARKS 

By this paper, independent claims 9, 72, 78 and 79 have been amended and claims 89 and 
93 have been canceled. Claims 9-13, 15, 29-46, 48, 49, 56, 61, 62, 70, 72-79 and 87, 88, 91 and 
92 are pending. 

In the outstanding final Office action dated March 29, 2006, each of the pending claims 
were rejected both under 35 U.S.C § 1 12, first paragraph and second paragraph due to the 
recitation in independent claims 9 and 72 of "the opening of the graft component lacks other 
structure supporting a portion of the opening circumference. 11 Accordingly, independent claims 
9 and 72 have been amended to recite the term "totality" in place of the term "portion." It is 
believed that by so amending the claims the § 1 12 rejections have thereby been traversed. It is to 
be acknowledged that the term "totality" was fully considered by the Examiner in the Office 
action dated October 25, 2005 and no § 1 12 problem was found with that term. 

Additionally, in the outstanding final Office action, claims 9-13, 15, 29-33, 35-40, 42, 56, 
61, 62, 70, 72, 88, 89, 92 and 93 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
or in the alternative under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over Kugler et al. (6,280,466). 
Moreover, claims 34, 43-46, 48, 49 and 73-79 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kugler et al.; claims 41, 87 and 91 were rejected under § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kugler et al. in view of Dehdashtian et al. (6,368,345); and claims 9-13, 15, 
29-46, 48, 49, 56, 61, 62, 70, 72-79, 87-89 and 91-93 were rejected under § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Chuter et al. (6,652,580). 

Significantly, in rejecting the claims, little consideration appears to have been given to 
subject matter recited in now canceled claims 89 and 93. It is to be noted that the subject matter 
of canceled claim 89 has been incorporated into amended claim 9 and the subject matter of 
canceled claim 93 has been incorporated into amended claim 72. Clearly, the cited art including 
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the Kugler et al. reference does not teach a first leg portion which is attached along its length to a 
second leg portion and as such, it is respectfully submitted that independent claims 9 and 72 as 
well as each of their respective dependent claims recite subject matter which is allowable over 
the cited art. 



Applicants have attempted to completely respond to the rejections set forth in the 
outstanding Office action. In view of the above amendments and remarks, Applicants 
respectfully request that the application be reconsidered, the claims allowed and the application 
passed to issue. 
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